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Appendix S1 Publications used for the meta-analysis. Grouped as either (1) anecdotal publications: bird-mediated dispersal was merely indicated as possible dispersal mechanism or evidence consisted of a single observation; (2) distribution patterns and genetic analyses: dispersal by birds was inferred or suggested based on species distribution patterns or genetic variability analyses; (3) endozoochory experiments: waterbirds were fed a known amount of propagules and retrieval was monitored; (4) field observations: publications that present results of dropping collections in the field; (5) previously published reviews of relevance: reviews related to dispersal by water birds potentially of interest to readers  interested in transport of  aquatic propagules by birds. The addressed taxa are indicated with either Plantae, Animalia or a mix of plants and animals addressed in the same publication. In the column “use in analyses”, “field data” indicates publications used in the quantitative meta-analysis of dropping contents; “no field data: gut contents” indicates the part of the field collection publications that examined gut contents rather than dropping contents, these studies were excluded from the quantitative dropping calculations; “experimental data” indicates the publications used as endozoochory experiments; “data reported dissimilar” indicates publications that were dissimilar of setup or that reported data in an incomparable way and were thus excluded from the analyses. All publications were included in the tables of taxonomic species dispersed (see Tables S1 and S2 in Appendix S3).  
	Author – Year – Journal
	Taxa addressed
	Use in analyses

	Anecdotal publications
	
	

	Bondesen & Kaiser (1949) Oikos

	Animalia

	Cejka (1994) Biologia

	Animalia

	Cotton (1960) South Australian Ornithologist

	Animalia

	Darwin (1859) 

	Animalia

	Frömming (1956) 

	Animalia

	Glöer & Georgiev (2011) Journal of Conchology

	Animalia

	Guppy (1897) Proceedings of the Royal Physiological Society of Edinburgh 

	Plantae

	Löffler (1963) Vogelwart

	Animalia

	Luther (1963) Acta Vertebrata

	Mixed

	Distribution pattern and genetic analyses

	

Crease et al. (1997) Heredity


	Animalia

	Dillon & Wethington (1995) Systematic Biology

	Animalia

	

Elansary et al. (2010) Aquatic Botany


	Plantae

	Figuerola et al. (2005) American Naturalist

	Plantae

	

Freeland et al. (2000) Journal of Evolutionary Biology


	Animalia

	

Hatton-Ellis et al. (2002) Archiv für Hydrobiologie


	Animalia

	Hawes (2009) Antarctic Science

	Animalia

	Hubendick (1950) Zoologiska bidrag fran Uppsala

	Animalia

	Ketmaier et al. (2008) Aquatic Sciences

	Animalia

	Mader et al. (1998) Aquatic Botany

	Plantae

	

Mende et al. (2010) European Journal of Entomology


	Plantae

	

Miller et al. (2006) Freshwater Biology


	Animalia

	Okamura & Freeland (2002) Dispersal Ecology

	Animalia

	

Page & Hughes (2007) Limnology and Oceanography


	Animalia

	

Page et al. (2007) Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution


	Animalia

	Saunders et al. (1993) Journal of Crustacean Biology

	Animalia

	Taylor et al. (1998) Evolution

	Animalia

	

Von Oheimb et al. (2011) PLoS One


	Animalia

	Weider & Hobaek (1997) Heredity

	Animalia

	

Weider et al. (1996) Molecular Ecology


	Animalia

	Wesselingh et al. (1999) Geologie en Mijnbouw

	Animalia

	

Wilmer et al. (2008) Molecular Ecology


	Animalia

	Worthington-Wilmer & Wilcox (2007) Conservation Genetics

	Animalia

	Endozoochory experiments

	Agami & Waisel (1986) Oecologia

	Plantae
	experimental data

	Brochet et al. (2010) Aquatic Botany

	Plantae
	experimental data

	Brown (1933) Transactions of the American Microscopical Society

	Animalia
	experimental data

	Camenisch & Cook (1996) Aquatic Botany

	Plantae
	experimental data

	Charalambidou et al. (2003) Archiv für Hydrobiologie

	Animalia
	experimental data

	Charalambidou et al. (2003) Diversity and Distributions

	Animalia
	experimental data

	

Charalambidou et al. (2003) Functional Ecology


	Plantae
	experimental data

	

Charalambidou et al. (2005) Functional Ecology


	Animalia
	experimental data

	DeVlaming & Proctor (1968) American Journal of Botany

	Plantae
	results reported dissimilar

	Figuerola & Green (2005) Revue d' Écologie-La terre et la Vie

	Plantae
	experimental data

	Figuerola et al. (2010) Naturwissenschaften

	Plantae
	experimental data

	Grandy (1972) Auk

	Animalia
	dissimilar experiment

	Horne (1966) Transactions of the American Microscopical Society

	Animalia
	in vitro experiment

	Imahori (1954) Kanazawa University, Japan.

	Plantae
	dissimilar experiment

	Johnson & Carlton (1996) Ecology

	Animalia
	dissimilar experiment

	Low (1937) State University, Utah 

	Plantae
	dissimilar experiment

	Malone (1965) Texas Technological College

	Animalia
	dissimilar experiment

	Pascal (1891) Journal de Conch

	Animalia
	dissimilar experiment

	Pollux et al. (2005) Freshwater Biology

	Plantae
	experimental data

	Proctor & Malone (1965) Ecology

	Mixed
	dissimilar experiment

	Proctor (1961) Bryologist

	Plantae
	results reported dissimilar

	Proctor (1962) Ecology

	Plantae
	results reported dissimilar

	Proctor (1964) Ecology

	Mixed
	results reported dissimilar

	Proctor et al. (1967) Ecology

	Plantae
	results reported dissimilar

	Proctor (1968) Science

	Plantae
	results reported dissimilar

	Santamaría et al. (2002) Archiv für Hydrobiologie

	Plantae
	experimental data

	

Soons et al. (2008) Journal of Ecology


	Plantae
	experimental data

	Smits et al. (1989) Aquatic Botany

	Plantae
	experimental data

	

Wongsriphuek et al. (2008) Wetlands


	Plantae
	experimental data

	Thompson & Sparks (1977) American Midland Naturalist

	Animalia
	experimental data

	Field observations and experiments
	
	

	
	
	

	

Mueller & Van der Valk (2002) Wetlands


	Plantae
	experimental data

field data

	Powers et al. (1978) Journal of Wildlife Management

	Plantae
	experimental data

no field data: gut contents

	Bell (2000) PhD thesis

	Plantae
	experimental data

field data reported dissimilar

	Field observations 
	
	

	

Brochet et al. (2009) Ecography


	Plantae
	no field data: gut contents

	Brochet et al. (2010) Freshwater Biology

	Plantae
	no field data: gut contents

	Brochet et al. (2010) Hydrobiologia

	Animalia
	no field data: gut contents

	Bruun et al. (2008) Oecologia

	Plantae
	field data

	

Charalambidou & Santamaría (2005) Wetlands


	Animalia
	field data

	DeVlaming & Proctor (1968) American Journal of Botany

	Plantae
	no field data: gut contents

	Figuerola et al. (2002) Journal of Ecology

	Plantae
	field data

	Figuerola et al. (2003) Global Ecology and Biogeography

	Mixed
	field data

	Figuerola et al. (2004) Canadian Journal of Zoology

	Animalia
	field data

	Frisch et al. (2007) Aquatic Sciences

	Mixed
	field data

	Green & Sanchez (2003) Bird Study

	Mixed
	results reported dissimilar

	Green & Selva (2000) Revue d' Écologie-La Terre et la Vie

	Animalia
	field data

	Green et al. (2008) Freshwater Biology

	Mixed
	field data

	Guppy (1894) Science-gossip

	Plantae
	no field data: gut contents

	Guppy (1906) Vol. 2. Plant Dispersal. Macmillan Co, UK.

	Plantae
	no field data: gut contents

	Raulings et al. (2011) Freshwater Biology

	Plantae
	no field data: gut contents

	Previously published reviews of relevance
	
	

	Allen (2007) Oecologia

	Zooplankton
	

	Barrat-Segretain (1996) Plant Ecology

	Plantae
	

	

Bilton et al. (2001) Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics


	Animalia
	

	

Bohonak & Jenkins (2003) Ecology Letters


	Animalia
	

	

Brochet et al. (2009) Ecography


	Plantae
	

	Cain et al. (2000) American Journal of Botany

	Plantae
	

	

Charalambidou & Santamaría (2002) Acta Oecologica-International Journal of Ecology


	Endozoochory experiments
	

	Clausen et al. (2002) Acta Oecologica-International Journal of Ecology

	Plantae
	

	Figuerola & Green (2002) Freshwater Biology

	Animalia and plants
	

	Gittenberger (2012) Journal of Biogeography

	Animalia
	

	Green et al. (2002) Acta Oecologica-International Journal of Ecology

	Animalia and plants - endozoochory
	

	

Green & Figuerola (2005) Diversity and Distributions


	Animalia
	

	Kew (1893)

	Mollusca
	

	Kristiansen (1996) Hydrobiologia

	Algae
	

	Malmqvist (2002) Freshwater Biology

	Animalia in river systems
	

	Okamura & Hattonellis (1995) Experientia

	Bryozoa
	

	Rees (1965) Journal of Molluscan Studies

	Mollusca
	

	Swanson (1984) Journal of Wildlife Management

	Amphipoda
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